
Contributing Speakers

Ewald Nowotny is the Governor of the Oesterreichische Nationalbank (OeNB) and 
a Member of the Governing Council of the European Central Bank (ECB). Before 
taking on his current position in September 2008, he was CEO of the Austrian 
BAWAG P.S.K. banking group and served as Vice-President and a member of the 
Management Committee of the European Investment Bank (EIB) and held a number 
of other high-level positions in financial institutions. He held research tenures and 
professorships at the Johannes Kepler University of Linz, Harvard University, TH 
Darmstadt and the Vienna University of Economics and Business, where he was 
also Vice-Rector and a Member of the University Board.

Paul De Grauwe holds the John Paulson Chair in European Political Economy at 
the London School of Economics (LSE). Prior to joining LSE, Paul De Grauwe was 
Professor of International Economics at  the University of Leuven in Belgium. He 
was a member of the Belgian Parliament. He was also a visiting scholar at the Inter-
national Monetary Fund, the Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve, the Bank 
of Japan and the European Central Bank. 

Otmar Issing is President of the Center for Financial Studies and Chairman of the 
Board of Trustees of the House of Finance at the Goethe University Frankfurt. He is 
Honorary Professor of the Goethe University Frankfurt and the University of 
Würzburg, and, inter alia, acts as International Advisor to Goldman Sachs. From 
1998 to 2006, he was a member of the Executive Board of the European Central 
Bank, responsible for the Directorates General Economics and Research. 

Christina Jordan is an economic advisor in the Cabinet of the President of the 
European Council, Donald Tusk, where she covers, inter alia, Europe’s Economic 
and Monetary Union. Prior to joining Donald Tusk’s cabinet, she worked as an 
economist in the Directorate General for Economic and Financial Affairs of the 
European Commission.

Othmar Karas is a Member of the European Parliament (EP) and heads the delega-
tion of the Austrian People’s Party (ÖVP) to the EP. He is an active member of the 
Committee for Economic and Monetary Affairs and the Special Committee on Tax 
Rulings and Other Measures Similar in Nature or Effect. 
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Waltraud Schelkle is an Associate Professor of Political Economy at the European 
Institute at the London School of Economics, where she has been teaching courses 
on the political economy of European integration since fall 2001. She is an Adjunct 
Professor of Economics at the Economics Department of Freie Universität Berlin.
Her research interests include the evolving economic governance of EMU and social 
policy reforms directed at financial markets.

Marek Dabrowski is a Non-Resident Scholar at Bruegel in Brussels, Professor at 
the Higher School of Economics in Moscow, a Fellow at CASE – Center for Social 
and Economic Research in Warsaw and Chairman of the Supervisory Board of 
CASE Ukraine in Kyiv. He was First Deputy Minister of Finance in Poland (1989–
1990), a member of the Polish Parliament and a member of the Monetary Policy 
Council of Narodowy Bank Polski.

Stefan Ederer is Senior Researcher for macroeconomics and European economic 
policy at the Austrian Institute of Economic Research (WIFO). Before joining 
WIFO, he earned a doctorate in economics from the Vienna University of Econom-
ics and Business and was Visiting Research Fellow at the University of Cambridge 
and the University of Leeds. 

Plamen Iossifov is a Senior Economist in the Emerging Economies Unit of the 
International Monetary Fund (IMF), where he analyzes disinflation and banking 
union modalities in non-euro area countries as well as private- sector indebtedness 
and deleveraging in Europe. He was on external assignment at the European Central 
Bank, where he contributed to country surveillance and research on non- euro area 
EU countries. 

Paweł Smaga is Assistant Professor at the Institute of Finance at the Warsaw School 
of Economics and a Senior Economist at Narodowy Bank Polski (NBP), where he is 
responsible for analyzing financial stability issues, macroprudential supervision, 
and the EU’s financial system regulations. He has contributed to various reports of 
the NBP, including The economic challenges of Poland’s integration with the euro 
area.

Ad van Riet has served as Senior Advisor in the Directorate Monetary Policy of the 
European Central Bank (ECB) and as Secretary of the ECB Occasional Paper Series 
since fall 2011. Having studied economics at the Erasmus University Rotterdam, he 
started his career with De Nederlandsche Bank in 1987. He joined the European 
Monetary Institute in end-1994 and the ECB, when it was established in mid-1998. 
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Margit Schratzenstaller-Altzinger has been a research staff member at the 
Austrian Institute of Economic Research (WIFO) since 2003, where she also held 
the position of Deputy Director between 2006 and 2008. She was a member of the 
Austrian Fiscal Advisory Council and lectured at the University of Vienna, the 
Vienna University of Economics and Business and the FH Wien University of 
Applied Sciences. 

Kurt Bayer is an Emeritus Consultant at the Austrian Institute of Economic 
Research (WIFO) and a Senior Research Associate at the Vienna Institute for Inter-
national Economic Studies (wiiw). In prior positions, he was researcher and Board 
member at WIFO, Deputy Director General for Economic Policy and International 
Financial Institutions at the Austrian Ministry of Finance as well as Board Director 
at the World Bank and at the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development.

László Andor is a Mercator Senior Fellow at the Berlin-based Hertie School of 
Governance and a visiting professor at the Université libre de Bruxelles. He taught 
political science and economic policy in Budapest, and was editor of the social 
science journal Eszmélet. He worked as an advisor for the Budget Committee of the 
Hungarian Parliament and the Prime Minister’s Office. He was EU Commissioner 
for Employment, Social Affairs and Inclusion in the Barroso II Commission 2010–
2014.

Francesca Carta is an economist in Economics, Statistics and Research Department 
of Banca d’Italia, which she joined in 2013. She obtained her Ph.D. in economics 
from the Toulouse School of Economics in 2014 and worked as a research and 
teaching assistant at Bocconi University.

Mathias Dolls is a Senior Researcher at the Center for European Economic Research 
(ZEW), which he joined in May 2013, as well as Deputy in the Center’s Research 
Group “International Distribution and Redistribution.” He previously worked as a 
Research Associate at the Institute for the Study of Labor (IZA) in Bonn, where he 
now serves as a Research Fellow. 

Paul Ramskogler is a Principle Economist in the Foreign Research Division of the 
Oesterreichische Nationalbank, working on European monetary integration issues. 
He recently returned from a research visit at the OECD, where he investigated the 
origins of the financial crisis. He has gained extensive teaching experience.

Bernd Brandl is a Reader in Management at the University of Durham Business 
School. His research deals with methodological, empirical and theoretical questions 
in employment relations and international human resource management (HRM) 
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using  comparative  cross-country analyses. He previously worked as a consultant 
for the International Monetary Fund, International Labour Organization and Euro-
pean Commission. He was a researcher at the University of Graz and the Vienna 
University of Economics and Business, an assistant (and visiting) professor at 
the University of Vienna, and a Senior Lecturer at the universities of York and 
Newcastle.

Achim Truger is Professor of Economics, focusing in particular on macroeco
nomics and economic policy, at the Berlin School of Economics and Law, and a 
Senior Research Fellow at the Macroeconomic Policy Institute (IMK) at the Düssel-
dorf-based Hans Böckler Foundation. Up to 2012, he was a senior economist 
responsible for public finance and tax policy at the IMK.

Zsolt Darvas is a Senior Fellow at the Brussels-based top-ranked think tank 
Bruegel. He is also a Senior Research Fellow at the Institute of Economics of the 
Hungarian Academy of Sciences and at Corvinus University of Budapest. Before 
joining Bruegel in late 2008, he served as Research Advisor of the Argenta Finan-
cial Research Group in Budapest. He served as Deputy Head of the research unit of 
the Magyar Nemzeti Bank, which he had joined in 1994.

Paolo Pasimeni is an economist at the Directorate General for the Budget of the 
European Commission. Before, he worked for the DG Employment, Social Affairs 
and Inclusion, where he coordinated the relations with the OECD, represented the 
Directorate General in the macroeconomic dialogue, and coordinated the study 
Feasibility and added value of a European unemployment benefit scheme. In previous 
assignments at the Commission (from 2007 onward), he worked on structural and 
cohesion funds, research and innovation, evaluation and impact assessment.


