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Contributors
Peter Achleitner has been the director of the Future Unit of the Oesterreichische
Nationalbank since 2000. He studied economics at the University of Vienna. In
1982, he joined the Oesterreichische Nationalbank in 1991; he was appointed head
of the Credit Division, in 1992, head of the Secretariat of the Board of Executive
Directors. In 1997, he became the director of the General Secretariat. He gave
lectures at the University of Economics and Business Administration between 2002
and 2004. He was a chairman of the Controllers Committee of the European
Monetary Institute between 1997 and 1998 and a member of the Executive Board
of CEMS (Community of European Management Schools) between 1998 and
2002.
Eugen Antalovsky, born in 1956, has been the managing director of the
“Europaforum Wien – Centre for Urban Dialogue and European Policy” since
1996, and additionally since 2003, the managing director of the Consortium
CENTROPE, which is responsible for setting up a multilateral cooperation
management for the cross-border region of the Czech Republic, Slovakia, Hungary
and Austria. As senior advisor his work focuses on operative consulting of
decision-makers at the interface of politics, administration and society in the fields
of urban development, migration, integration and diversity as well in European and
metropolitan governance. His former work experience at the “Research and
Documentation Centre for Municipalities” include analyses and consulting in
social welfare policy, urban development and local democracy.
Steven Brakman is a professor of international economics at the University of
Groningen, the Netherlands and Professor of Germany studies at the University of
Nijmegen, the Netherlands. He was born in the political capital of Holland, The
Hague. He studied economics at the University of Groningen where he graduated
in 1981. His first working experience was at the Research Department of De
Nederlandsche Bank, working mainly on monetary issues. He returned to the
University of Groningen in 1984 to work on his Ph.D., which was finished in 1991.
He has a wide range of research interests, encompassing international economics,
economic growth, geographical economics, development economics, and
macroeconomics. Together with Harry Garretsen he participated (and acted!) in
two documentaries for Dutch television; one on the economics of QWERTY (in
which also Paul Krugman starred) and one on Keynes.
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Bernhard Felderer (born in 1941) has been the director of the Institute for
Advanced Studies (IHS) in Vienna, Austria, since 1991 and a professor of
economics at the University of Cologne, Germany, since 1995. He studied law and
economics at the University of Vienna, where he received his doctoral degree in
1964. Following his studies in economics at the Faculté de Droit et Sciences
Economiques of the University of Paris, he worked one year as a research assistant
of professor Fritz Machlup at Princeton University, New York, and later on
lectured as a visiting professor at the University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill,
U.S.A. After serving six years as an assistant professor at the University of
Karlsruhe, Germany, he started to lecture as a professor at the University of
Cologne in 1974. In 1987, he was appointed Director of the Economics Seminar at
the Faculty of Economics and Social Sciences at the University of Cologne, a
position he held until 1990. In 1977, he received a six-month appointment from the
Soviet Academy of Sciences for consulting and teaching, mainly in Novosibirsk
and Moscow. He serves on the General Council of the Oesterreichische
Nationalbank and on the Austrian Government Debt Committee and is the
managing editor of the German Economic Review (GER) and an associate editor of
Empirical Economics. His main fields of interest are macroeconomic theory and
policy, population economics and public finance. In addition to numerous other
publications, he is the coauthor of Makroökonomik und Neue Makroökonomik
(with St. Homburg), which is the largest-selling textbook in Germany and Austria
since the mid-eighties and has been translated into four other languages.
Martin Feldkircher, born in 1981, is a graduate student in economics at the
Institute for Advanced Studies in Vienna. Previously, he studied economics at the
University of Vienna and worked as a junior fellow at the Austrian Institute of
Economic Research. His research interests are applied econometrics, especially
time-series analysis and spatial econometrics.
Manfred M. Fischer, born in 1947, is a professor of economic geography at the
Vienna University of Economics and Business Administration. He received a M.A.
(1974) and his Ph.D. (1975) from the University of Erlangen. During his career, he
held visiting positions at the University of California at Santa Barbara, the Oscar
Lange Academy of Economics in Wroclaw, and the University of Hamburg. He
has a wide range of research interests, encompassing a wide variety of subject areas
including regional and urban economics, housing and labour market research,
transportation systems analysis, innovation economics, spatial behaviour and
decision processes, spatial analysis and GeoComputation. Manfred Fischer has
published 28 edited books and monographs, 95 contributions to books and
Conference Proceedings and more than 80 papers in the most prestigious academic
journals. Manfred Fischer is the editor-in-chief of the Journal of Geographical
Systems, and on the editorial board of several leading academic journals and book
series. In recognition of his academic achievements, Manfred Fischer has been
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named a corresponding member of the Austrian Academy of Sciences, member of
the International Eurasian Academy of Sciences, and foreign member of the Royal
Dutch Academy of Sciences.
Harry Garretsen got his MA and Ph.D. in economics at the University of
Groningen in the Netherlands. His interest in geographical economics or, as it is
more widely known, the New Economic Geography initially came from the
similarities between Krugman’s 1991 model and the work on coordination failures
in new Keynesian economics which has a central place in his 1991 Ph.D.
dissertation. Apart from publications in various journals, “An Introduction of
Geographical Economics” (2001, Cambridge UP) is his main work on geographical
economics. After the completion of his Ph.D. thesis, Garretsen worked as an
assistant professor at the Department of Economics at the University of Groningen
(1991–1993) and as a senior policy staff member at De Nederlandsche Bank
(1993–1996). At the beginning of 1996 he became a professor of economics at the
University of Nijmegen in the Netherlands. Since September 2002, he is a
professor of Utrecht University.
Christian Helmenstein is the chief economist of the Federation of Austrian
Industries, director of ESCE Economic and Social Research, and the director of
SportsEconAustria. He is a University of Cologne graduate in Economics as well
as Business Administration. He earned his Ph.D. at the Ruhr-University Bochum.
Since 1992, he has been affiliated with the Institute for Advanced Studies (IHS) in
Vienna. In 1997, he became head of the Department of Finance, and in 1999 he
was appointed joint head of the Department of Economics and Finance. Between
1998 and 2005, he served as a founding board member of IHS Burgenland and of
IHS Carinthia. He has published numerous journal articles and contributions to
collective volumes, with a focus on finance, macroeconomics, international
migration, regional economics, and structural change. He has been responsible for
a portfolio of several hundred research projects.
Peter Huber, born in 1967, is a researcher at the Austrian Institute of Economic
Research. He studied economics at the University of Economics and Business
Administration in Vienna and the Institute for Advanced Studies, Vienna, where he
also worked as a research assistant. His main research interests are in regional and
labour economics. He is also particularly interested in the development of
transition economies and has studied, lectured, researched and lived in Brno, East
Berlin, Kromeriz, Olomouc, and Samara as well as at the University of Economics
and Business Administration, Vienna and the University of Innsbruck.
Elena Kohútiková was born on 3 April 1953 in Nitra, Slovak Republic. In 1977,
she graduated from the University of Economics in Bratislava, Department of
Finance. After graduation, she worked for ZTS Dubnica (an engineering company)
in the Department of Information Systems until 1982. Between 1982 and 1989, she
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worked on basic economic research at the Institute of Economics of the Slovak
Academy of Sciences, where she took her Ph.D. in 1989. In1990, she started to
work as a banking expert at the State Bank of Czechoslovakia, and later as the
director of the Banking Transactions Department. Since 1 January 1993, she has
been working for Národna banka Slovenska , where she was first a chief executive
director of the Economic Division, and later chief executive director of the
Banking Transactions and Foreign Exchange Division. On 6 April 1994, she was
appointed a member of the Bank Board of Národna banka Slovenska. From
February 1996 to March 2000, she was the chief executive director of the Monetary
Division. On 28 March 2000, the President of Slovakia, Rudolf Schuster, appointed
her a Deputy Governor of Národna banka Slovenska. Since 19 April 2000, Elena
Kohutikova has been a member of the Scientific Council of the University of
Economics in Bratislava. On 20 November 2002, the Slovak Government
appointed her alternate governor of the World Bank Group. On 17 February 2003,
the President of Slovakia, Rudolf Schuster, appointed Elena Kohutikova a member
of the President of Slovakia’s External Advisory and Consultancy Council, as an
expert on finance.
Madeleine Mahovsky is a senior economist at the European Commission,
Directorate General (DG) for Regional Policy, where she currently is analyzing the
macroeconomic and budgetary implications of structural and cohesion fund
transfers. During her 10-year’s career at the European Commission she has held
several positions: Notably in the DG Economics and Financial Affairs as a desk
officer for Austria, assessing the Austrian stability programs and producing shortterm economic forecasts. Before she had worked in the DG Budget, in the unit for
Structural Actions and the DG Employment, dealing with the economic impact of
demographic ageing. She started her career at the Oesterreichische Nationalbank as
a monetary economist. Born in Vienna, she has earned her masters (1988) and
doctorate degree (1992), after extensive empirical research in the U.S.A and
France, from the Vienna University of Economics and Business and
Administration, where she also tutored economics.
Charles van Marrewijk is a professor of economics at the Erasmus University
Rotterdam, the Netherlands, specializing in international economics and economic
growth and agglomeration. Born in Het Westland, the Dutch horticultural center, in
1959 as the fifth child in a catholic family with nine children, he studied
horticulture and worked as a grower before studying economics in Holland at
Erasmus University Rotterdam (BA and MA) and in the United States at Purdue
University (MSc and Ph.D.). He worked at the University of Groningen for three
years, before returning to Erasmus University in 1990. He has a wide range of
research interests, encompassing international economics, economic growth,
geographical economics, development economics, and macroeconomics. Charles
van Marrewijk has published in various journals, including Weltwirtschaftliches
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Archiv, Oxford Economic Papers, Journal of Regional Science, International
Journal of Industrial Organization, Journal of International Economics, Journal of
Development Economics, Regional Science and Urban Economics, and the
International Economic Review. He has also (co)authored several books, including
The Economics of International Transfers (Cambridge University Press, 1998), An
Introduction to Geographical Economics (Cambridge University Press, 2001;
translated into Chinese, 2005), International Trade and the World Economy
(Oxford University Press, 2002; translated in Chinese, 2006), and Nations and
Firms in the Global Economy (Cambridge University Press, 2006).
Peter Mayerhofer, born in 1958, studied economics and economics teaching at the
University of Linz. He is a senior researcher at the Austrian Institute of Economic
Research (Research Unit: Structural Change and Regional Dynamics) and a
lecturer at the Technical University in Vienna. His research interests and
publications cover regional and urban economics, spatial effects of European
integration, and topics of structural change and the competitiveness of regions.
Delia Meth-Cohn is a senior consultant to the Economist Intelligence Unit in
Vienna, responsible for providing business analysis to Corporate Network
members in the East European and Middle East & Africa Groups. She is a regular
speaker at Economist Conferences’ government and strategic Roundtables and also
provides in-house presentations to the senior management. Delia Meth-Cohn is the
author and editor of regular Economist Intelligence Unit white papers on specific
business issues throughout the region. She has worked with the Economist Group
since 1989 and was the editor-in-chief of the monthly magazine Business Central
Europe. She has an MA in international politics from Columbia University and a
BA from Durham University. She is married with two children.
Gerhard Palme, born in 1943, studied geography, business administration (public
utilities) and regional planning at the Universities of Vienna and Linz and at the
Technical University of Vienna. He is a senior researcher at the Austrian Institute
of Economic Research (Research Unit Structural Change and Regional Dynamics)
and a lecturer at the University of Vienna. Previously, he held positions as an
research assistant at the Technical University of Vienna (Urban and Regional
Research) and at the Institute for Advanced Studies (Economics), Vienna. His
research interests and publications cover regional and urban economics, spatial
effects of European Integration, and topics of structural change of sectors and
regions.
Leon Podkaminer graduated 1968 from the Warsaw School of Economics, was
awarded Ph.D. in 1972 and habilitated in 1979. For a long time affiliated to the
Polish Academy of Sciences, 1974–75 with the Oxford University, 1979–81 with
the International Institute for Applied Systems Analysis (IIASA) in Laxenburg,
Austria, 1988 with the Vienna Institute for International Economic Studies (wiiw),
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1990 visiting professor at Erasmus University Rotterdam, 1985–1991 the economic
adviser to the President of the Confederation of Trade Unions in Poland (OPZZ).
Since 1993, he has been the senior fellow at the Vienna Institute for International
Economic Studies, doing research on macroeconomics of transition countries,
money and exchange rates, international comparisons of price structures,
computable general equilibrium modelling, consumption theory etc. He is the
editor of the wiiw Monthly Report which monitors the transition economies.
Currently, he is a member of the Panel of Monetary Experts to the European
Parliament.
Wolfgang Polasek received his master’s and doctor’s degree from the University
of Vienna where he studied in the years (1969–1976). Thereafter, he was an
assistant (and lecturer) at the University Vienna. His major research interests have
been in time Series econometrics and Bayesian inference. He was a professor at the
University Basel and in 2003, he joined the Institute for Advanced Studies, Vienna.
He had been visiting professor throughout the years at various universities (USC,
UCLA, Purdue, Bolzano, Christchurch and Tokyo). He has organized several
international meetings and he is on the editorial board of the journals of
Computational Statistics and Applied Stochastic Models in Business and Industry.
His current interests are financial time series econometrics, spatial and dynamic
econometric modeling, Bayesian time series analysis and regional forecasting.
Wolfgang Polasek has organized several workshops, recent ones on financial time
series, the Vienna-Bratislava economics meeting, energy economics and egovernment and e-participation (in the framework of the European science
foundation).
Anton Schautzer was born in 1975. After his studies at the University of Graz,
Austria (economics, theoretic and applied translation studies), at the University of
Paris 10 Nanterre, France (economics and applied linguistics) and at the University
of Maribor, Slovenia (applied translation studies), he joined the Oesterreichische
Nationalbank (branch of Graz) as an economist specializing in regional issues in
2002. He cooperated closely with the Joanneum Research – Institute of Technology
and Regional Policy. After having gained experiences in the Future Unit and the
Foreign Research Department, where he contributed primarily to the analyses of
Southeastern European countries (especially Albania and Macedonia), he works as
an expert in the Cashier’s Division now focusing on cross-border cooperation, cash
related analyses and ECB affairs.
Marc Schramm did his Ph.D. research on European integration at the Faculty of
Policy Sciences, University of Nijmegen, the Netherlands. The research focused on
regional wage flexibility and fiscal federalism. After his Ph.D. (1999) he worked as
a postdoc researcher at the Centre for Germany Studies, University of Nijmegen.
He did research about convergence between East and West German applying
concepts from New Economic Geography. Since 2003, he has been working as a
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lecturer of international economics at the Utrecht School of Economics, University
of Utrecht, the Netherlands.
Norbert Schuh, born 1959, is currently working at the Future Unit of the
Oesterreichische Nationalbank (OeNB). The main task of this recently created unit
is to advise the Governor by monitoring long-term strategic developments of the
OeNB and to outline future scenarios for the central bank. Former work experience
include representative of the OeNB in Paris (1989–1995), deputy head of the
economics division at the OeNB (1995/1996), advisor of the Banque de France
(1997/1998) and between 1999 and 2001 administrator at the Advisory Unit to the
Secretary General of the OECD on multidisciplinary issues’.
Philip Schuster, born in 1981, is studying economics at the Vienna University of
Economics and Business Administration. Besides his activity at the Institute for
Advanced Studies in Vienna, he works as a research assistant at the Research
Institute for European Affairs at the Vienna University of Economics and Business
Administration. Presently, his main interest is focusing on questions of European
integration.
Robert Stehrer is a staff economist at the Vienna Institute for International
Economic Studies (wiiw) and a lecturer at the University of Linz where he also
worked as an assistant professor. He studied economics at the University of Linz
and sociology at the Institute for Advanced Studies (IHS) in Vienna; he holds a
Ph.D. (Dr. rer.soc.oec) in economics and the venia docendi in economics from the
University of Linz. His fields of research are international economic integration,
the effects of technical change and trade on employment and wages, structural
change and growth, economic dynamics and applied econometrics. His special
interests concern the analysis and applications of frameworks focusing on medium
and long-term economic and social dynamics. He has published a number of
theoretical as well as empirical articles in journals and books in these fields.
Dirk Stelder (born in 1954) studied mathematics and economics in Amsterdam
and Groningen. Since 1988, he is an assistant professor at the Department of
Spatial Economics of the Faculty of Economics, University of Groningen, the
Netherlands. He started working in the field of input-output analysis and regional
economic modelling and has been responsible for the annual regional economic
outlook of the northern region of the Netherlands. From 1992 to 1994, he worked
as a consultant for the Indonesian Central Planning Bureau in Jakarta at the
department of regional planning. After his return to Groningen he started to work
on spatial agglomeration modelling which is his specialised field today. In 2005, he
published an overview of his work in both fields as a Ph.D. in “Regions and Cities,
Five Essays on Interregional Input-Output and Spatial Agglomeration Modelling”.
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