
 

 

  
 

 
 

On the bumpy road of European integration: recent developments in the Western 
Balkans 

Joint MNB-OeNB workshop 
Budapest, 11 April 2025 

 
- preliminary agenda, April 3 -  

 
 

 THURSDAY, 10 APRIL 2025 

19.00 
 

Official dinner  
Venue: TBA, near the workshop location 
 
 

 FRIDAY, 11 APRIL 2025 

 
9:00 – 9:20 

 
Opening remarks 
Gergely Baksay, Execu�ve Director, Magyar Nemze� Bank 
 
Birgit Niessner, Director of Economic Analysis and Research Department, 
Oesterreichische Na�onalbank 
 

 
9:20 – 10:00 

 
Keynote address 
Éva Katalin Polgár, Senior Team Lead – Economist, European Central Bank 

 
10:00 – 11:00 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Panel 1: European integra�on of the Western Balkans: payments, ins�tu�ons and the 
role of the euro 
 
Moderator: Lajos Bartha, Execu�ve Director, Magyar Nemze� Bank 
 
Panelists:  

• Ledia Bregu, Director, Bank of Albania 
• Juraj Ko�an, Head of CEE Macro Research, Erste Group Bank 
• Endre Máriás, Daily Banking Tribe Lead, OTP 

11:00 – 11:20 Coffee break 
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11:20 – 12:20 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Panel 2: European integra�on of the Western Balkans: trade and investments 
 
Moderator: Tomáš Sláčík, Senior Economist, Oesterreichische Na�onalbank 
 
Panelists: 

• Branimir Jovanović, Economist, wiiw 
• Tamás Ginter, Senior Interna�onal Advisor, MNB  
• Ana Milinković, Senior Researcher, European Policy Centre Belgrade 

 
12:20 – 13:20 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Panel 3: Milestones and stumbling blocks on the way to EU membership 
 
Moderator: Julia Wörz, Head of Sec�on, Oesterreichische Na�onalbank 
 
Panelists: 

• Belma Čolaković, Chief Economist, Central Bank of Bosnia and Herzegovina 
• Marijana Mitrović Mijatović, Director, Central Bank of Montenegro 
• Mario Holzner, Execu�ve Director, wiiw 

13:20 – 13:30 Closing remarks 
Gergely Baksay, Execu�ve Director, Magyar Nemze� Bank 
 
  

13:30 – 14:30 Lunch 
 
 
 
 
 

14.30-16.30 
 

Social program 
Venue: TBA, meeting point and ending point at the workshop location 

  

 

 

 

 

*tbc 


