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Contributors 

Karl Aiginger, born in 1948, has been the director of the Austrian Institute of 
Economic Research (WIFO) since March 2005. He is a professor of economics at 
the University of Linz and he held a position of a visiting professor at Stanford 
University (1982 and 2002); the Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT, 
1991); and the University of California Los Angeles (UCLA, 1997). He has 
contributed to the Austrian Advisory Council for Economic and Social Affairs and 
the Reform Dialogue of the Austrian Government. He has been a lead manager and 
contributor to the European Competitiveness Reprots since 1998. He is the editor 
of the Journal of Industry, Competition and Trade (JICT, jointly with André Sapir). 
Key areas of research include industrial economics, industrial policy and 
competitiveness. 

Josef Baumgartner, born 1964, is an economist at the Austrian Institute of 
Economic Research (WIFO) in Vienna, Austria. He was a lecturer at the 
Department of Economics at the University of Linz (Austria), and assistant 
professor at the Department of Economics at the Technical University Vienna. He 
studied economics and econometrics at the University of Linz , the Institute for 
Advanced Studies in Vienna and the Vienna University of Economics and Business 
Administration. His major research interests are macroeconomics, applied 
econometrics, business cycle and inflation analysis and forecasting. He participated 
in the “Eurosystem Inflation Persistence Network (IPN)” on behalf of the 
Oesterreichische Nationalbank.  

Günther K. Chaloupek, was born on June 5, 1947 in Lower Austria. He received 
his doctorate degree from the University of Vienna in 1969 and his M.A. 
(economics) from the University of Kansas, Lawrence, Ks., U.S.A. Since 1971, he 
has been the director of the Economic Research Department of the Austrian 
Chamber of Labour. In addition, he is a member of the Advisory Council for 
Economic and Social Affairs; vice president of the Government Debt Committee. 
Günther K. Chaloupek has published numerous articles (in German and in English) 
in journals and contributions to books in the field of history of economic theory. 

Jesús Crespo Cuaresma is an assistant professor in the Department of Economics 
at the University of Vienna, and holds a Ph.D. in economics from the University of 
Vienna. His research interests are in the field of time series analysis and 
macroeconometrics. He has published on these topics in international journals and 
books.  
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Ernst Glatzer (born in 1969) studied technical physics at the Vienna University of 
Technology and Economics at the Vienna University of Economics and Business 
Administration where he also received his Ph.D. in economics (2002). He held the 
position of an assistant professor at the Department of Statistics at the Vienna 
University of Economics and Business Administration from 1998 to 2000 and 
joined the Oesterreichische Nationalbank in 2000. 

Ernest Gnan was born in Vienna in 1964. He received his Ph.D. in economics at 
the University of Economics and Business Administration, Vienna, in 1989. In 
1987, he started out his professional career as an investment fund manager and 
joined the Oesterreichische Nationalbank as an economist in 1988. In 1992, he 
moved to the European Commission in Brussels and in 1994 to the European 
Monetary Institute in Frankfurt. In 1998, Ernest Gnan became Deputy Head of the 
Oesterreichische Nationalbank’s Foreign Research Division and in 1999 Head of 
the Bank’s Economic Analysis Division. He is a member of the European Central 
Bank’s Monetary Policy Committee and a member of the Austrian Government 
Debt Committee. Ernest Gnan has been giving numerous lectures on issues related 
to macroeconomics, monetary union and European integration. Since 1999, he has 
been adjunct professor at Webster University Vienna, and since 2005 lecturer at the 
University of Vienna. His numerous publications cover macroeconomics; 
economic growth, monetary policy, economic, institutional and legal aspects of 
European Monetary Union, exchange rate policy, the European Monetary System, 
the ERM 2 and the international monetary system, the institutional status of central 
banks and the Austrian capital market. 
Clemens Eder (born in 1979) studied International Business at the Vienna 
University of Economics and Business Administration and at ESADE Barcelona 
and graduated from the CEMS Master’s in International Management program. 
Currently, he is working in the Economic Policy Department of the Austrian 
Federal Economic Chamber. 

Johannes Hoffmann (born in 1960) studied economics at the University of 
Cologne where he also earned his doctorate degree in 1988. Before joining the 
Economics Department of the Deutsche Bundesbank in 1994, he worked as a 
research assistant at the Institute for Economic Policy and at the Institute for 
Economic Theory at the University of Cologne. He served as an advisor to the 
OECD and to the German Federal Statistical Office, and he was a lecturer at the 
College for Banking Studies in Frankfurt, the Institute for Journalism in Cologne 
and the Martin-Luther-University Halle-Wittenberg. He is presently holding the 
position of a Senior Economist in the Macroeconomic Analysis and Projections 
Division of the Deutsche Bundesbank, and he is leading a group of economists, 
which analyses price, wage and labour market developments in Germany and in the 
euro area. His main research interests are the measurement and the analysis of price 
developments on factor, product and housing markets. 
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Harald Kaszanits, born in 1963, studied law at the University of Salzburg. He 
joined the Austrian Federal Economic Chamber (WKO) in 2000 and has been the 
head of WKO’s Economic Policy Department since 2004. His special field of 
interest is labor and social economics, on which he has published numerous articles 
and commentaries. He is also an editor for the Austrian specialist journals 
“Zeitschrift für Arbeits- und Sozialrecht” and “Wirtschaftspolitische Blätter”. 

Erich Kirchler is a professor for applied psychology at the University of Vienna, 
Faculty of Psychology. He studied Psychology and Anthropology at the University 
of Vienna, graduated 1979, and was in the following employed as an assistant 
professor and associate professor at the University of Linz. He was visiting 
professor at various universities in Europe, U.S.A. and Australia, received calls for 
professorship at the Universities of Nuremberg and Cologne, Germany, and 
received the honour to be president of the International Association for Research of 
Economic Psychology and the Austrian Association for Psychology. His research 
areas are economic psychology in general and financial decisions in the private 
household (money management, expenditures, saving and credit use) and tax 
behaviour in particular. He has published several books in work and organizational 
psychology and economic psychology and over 150 scientific articles, mainly in 
applied psychological, social psychological and economic journals and edited 
books. 

Markus Knell studied economics, sociology and philosophy at the University of 
Vienna, the Institute for Advanced Studies and the University of Zurich where he 
also received his Ph.D. in economics (2000). In the same year he joined the 
Oesterreichische Nationalbank where he works as a researcher in the Economic 
Studies Division. His main fields of interest and research include monetary policy, 
labour markets and pensions systems.  

Jerzy D. Konieczny holds a M.A. in economics from the Warsaw University 
(1979) and a Ph.D. from the University of Western Ontario (1987). He started his 
professional career with appointments as a research assistant and lecturer at the 
Universities of Toronto and Western Ontario, and as an assistant professor at the 
Wilfrid Laurier University (Canada). Among many appointments as a visiting 
professor, he was engaged as a postdoctoral fellow at Tel-Aviv University (1989) 
and as a visiting fellow at Harvard University (1990). Since 1995, Jerzy D. 
Konieczny has been holding the position of an associate professor at the Wilfrid 
Laurier University. His research interests focus on macroeconomics and monetary 
theory, which is documented in numerous publications in refereed journals. 

Claudia Kwapil, born in 1972, holds two master degrees in economics, one from 
the University of Vienna and the other from the London School of Economics and 
Political Science. Currently, she is doing her Ph.D. in economics at the University 
of Economics and Business Administration in Vienna. Since 1999, she has been 
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working as an economist in the Economic Analysis Division of the 
Oesterreichische Nationalbank, where her main field of activity is related to 
monetary policy. In particular, her research interests are monetary policy rules, the 
monetary policy transmission mechanism and inflation in general.  

Thomas Y. Mathä studied in Freiburg, Norwich and Stockholm. He holds a M.A. 
and a Ph.D. in economics from the University of East Anglia, U.K. After several 
consultancy appointments with the European Investment Bank, he joined the 
Monetary, Economics and Statistics Department of the Banque centrale du 
Luxembourg. His fields of interests include international and monetary economics. 

Fabio Rumler works as an economist in the Economic Analysis Division of the 
Oesterreichische Nationalbank. He is specialized in the fields of inflation and 
monetary policy. Additionally, he gives presentations at scientific seminars and 
conferences and holds a position as a lecturer at the Vienna University of 
Economics and Business Administration. Before becoming a central banker, he 
was an assistant professor at the Institute of Economics at the Vienna University of 
Economics and Business Administration, Department of Fiscal and Monetary 
Policy with Professor Nowotny. He started his career with a University Degree in 
trade and commerce at the Vienna University of Economics and Business 
Administration and continued with a post-graduate program in economics at the 
Institute for Advanced Studies in Vienna. Furthermore, he obtained a Ph.D. in 
economics at the Vienna University of Economics and Business Administration. 
His publications concentrate on the fields of inflation and monetary theory and 
policy. 

Johann Scharler works as an economist at the Oesterreichische Nationalbank 
where he is mainly involved in macroeconomic modelling. His research interests 
include international economics, monetary theory and policy. He has published 
numerous papers in these fields. Besides his duties at the Oesterreichische 
Nationalbank, he teaches macroeconomics at the University of Vienna. He 
obtained an M.A. in economics from the University of Vienna, a post-graduate 
degree from the Institute for Advanced Studies in Vienna and a Ph.D. from the 
Simon Fraser University in Vancouver.  

Alfred Stiglbauer is an economist in the Economic Analysis Division of the 
Oesterreichische Nationalbank (OeNB). His research interests focus mainly on 
labor economics, structural labor market issues and applied microeconometrics. He 
earned a master and a doctorate degree from the Johannes Kepler University of 
Linz (Austria), where he held the positition of an assistant professor at the 
Department of Economics before joining the OeNB in 2001. 

Helmut Stix is a research economist at the Oesterreichische Nationalbank. He 
studied economics at the University of Vienna, the University of California San 
Diego and the Institute for Advanced Studies, Vienna. He holds a Ph.D. in 
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economics from the University of Vienna. He has published in the field of 
monetary economics, in particular exchange rate economics, money demand and 
payment innovations. 

Martin Zagler is an associate professor of Economics at the Vienna University of 
Economics and Business Administration (on leave) and currently Jean Monnet 
Fellow at the Robert Schuman Center (Florence). He studied in Linz, Aix-en-
Provence, Vienna and Florence and in addition, he was a visiting researcher at 
Harvard University, the European University Institute and University College 
London. His research interests are economic growth theory, public finance and 
labour markets. He has published in learned journals and is the author of Growth 
and Employment in Europe (Palgrave/Macmillan) and Endogenous Growth, 
Economic Policy and Market Failures, (Macmillan and St. Martin’s Press). 




